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Robert Ferrin, hired in November as the city’s new assistant director for parking services, has worked on parking issues in business districts in 
Denver and one of its suburbs, Aurora. The Short North and its surrounding neighborhoods top his priority list. [BROOKE LAVALLEY/DISPATCH] 


Elusive solution 


City’s new parking czar to tackle Short North puzzle 


By Rick Rouan | The Columbus Dispatch new assistant director for park- 
ing services in November. He will 


oversee parking enforcement, 


you have other problems that make 
parking seem insignificant.” 


arking in the Short North After years of study of the Short 


has puzzled Columbus thousands of meters, permits and North, the city was close to start- 
officials for years. They parking policies. ing a three-year pilot plan for 
have halted permitting, Solving Short North parking the thriving business district and 


paid for consultants to study the 
issue, developed plans and pumped 
their brakes. 
Now, it’s Robert Ferrin’s problem. 
The Columbus Department of 
Public Service hired Ferrin as its 


problems, though, is at the top of 
his to-do list. And he expects to 
start rolling out solutions in 2018. 
“Parking problems are good 
problems to have,” Ferrin said. “If 
you don’t have parking problems, 


surrounding neighborhoods. It 
would have divided neighborhoods 
on both sides of High Street into 
permit zones, with drivers who 


SEE PARKING, A10 


After-Christmas Savings 


Before-Christmas Delivery! 


*WITH APPROVED CREDIT. SEE STORE FOR DETAILS. 
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Angus 
Whole Beef 
Tenderloin 
lb Fillet Mignon 
Sold for $12.99 Ib 


9.9 
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FAMILY REUNIFICATION 


US halt 
of refugee 


program 


blocks kids 


By Danae King 
The Columbus Dispatch 


Thousands of Central 
American children might 
have lost their one chance at 
a safe escape from the vio- 
lence in their home countries 
after the federal government 
ended another refugee and 
immigrant program. 

Officials announced 
onNov. 8 that In-Country 
Refugee/Parole Process- 
ing for Minors in Honduras, 
El Salvador and Guatemala, 


SEE REFUGEE, A14 


OSU GRADUATION 
Persevering 
for 13 years 
earns diploma 


By Mike Wagner 
The Columbus Dispatch 


For 13 years, Kris Hall had 
every legitimate excuse to 
quither quest to earn a bach- 
elor’s degree from Ohio State 
University. 

She needed to help take 
care of her dad in Florida 
while he fought bone and skin 
cancer, and she had a major 
surgery of her own. 

Atornado ripped through 
her community and blew a 


SEE GRADUATION, A7 
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FRONTROOM 
furnishings 


THE LIVING Room ExPERTS. 


BRICE ROAD - POLARIS - TUTTLE CROSSING 
FRONTROOMFURNISHINGS.COM 


